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- - - Updates from Kate - - - 
Hi family! 
     Do you remember about this time last year? 
Reto was visited and helped very much by a 
group of nurses from Wisconsin. That was the 
day I had a small TIA (like a mini stroke) while 
alone in my classroom, preparing for the day's 
lessons. Later, this wonderful group shows up and 
provided much help to Reto, its interns, and likely 
saved my life! 

  
     A few of the girls had mentioned to nurses that 
they were concerned about my change in speech, 
agility, and a new small blood hemorrhage in my 
eye. One nurse asked me some questions, gave 
me a brief check up and instructed me to head for 
the border and be seen by an emergency room 
immediately, "just to be safe". It was felt that 
whatever happened was probably over, but if not, 
I would need rapid attention. 
  
     Well, you know the rest of the story- I left 
straight away, and found (my dog) Brownie and 
myself waiting at the border with all the “spring 
break” families. 1.5 hours later, I awoke, still in 
my minivan, to the sound of horns honking, and I 
was unable to speak or move my entire right side. 
I rode by ambulance to Del Sol emergency room 
from the Mexican-American border crossing. It 
would be months of treatment and rehab before I 
returned to full time duty. I could have died were 
it not for God's providence and these wonderful 
nurses' answer to His call to serve. 

It’s All About People at Our Father’s World 
By Brett Burrough 

 
 A homeless man comes in for a handout and 
receives prayer. A local neighbor drops by because he’s 
going through hard times and just needs to talk. A woman is 
uncomfortable in the crowd at the laundry mat across the 
street so she comes in to escape.  
 The little shop in Longmont called Our Father’s 
World is much more than a retail outlet. We’ve been 
reminded time and time again that it’s really about the 
people, not just the sales. We pray regularly for “success” at 
the store. Not the way that the world defines success, but 
success in God’s economy. And the most valuable thing to 
Him is people. It’s not that sales are not important. Our 
goals are to generate a retail outlet for the struggling 
artisans in poor areas around the globe and to generate 
funds to support evangelism in these areas. But first and 
foremost we need to represent Christ to all we encounter 
along the way.  
 A very dear friend recently went through some 
surgery (both physically and spiritually), and he was in need 
of healing. He has been a regular visitor at the store. We 
pray, talk, and just enjoy each other’s company. His healing 
is progressing very well. A neighborhood resident has been 
in the store several times. She doesn’t speak any English, 
and our Spanish isn’t very good, but she always leaves with 
a smile.  

         
--- continued on page two --- 

 



  - continued - from Kate – (in this column 
                          through the rest of this letter) 
     Well they were back this week for their 2nd 
annual visit, and I got photos! They were very 
blessed to hear all the testimony of what God 
accomplished through their hands the year before. 
Beds were repaired, after complaints of back pain. 
(Frames of some were slumped in the middle.) A 
local woman found out she was pregnant and 
received prenatal vitamins. Stress relieving 
exercises were taught. Many free health supplies 
were given, and much, much more. Much the 
same was done this time, and I can't wait to hear 
all the good reports from the girls.  

  
   The nursing group returned the next day with 
promised medicine and other supplies, and we 
sent them on with a baby quilt gift (Made by our 
Proverbs 31 sewing class) for the orphanage 
which they planned to visit the day after.  They 
even re-supplied some of the medicines that I 
regularly supply for our health cupboard. 
  
      Of the many needs discovered with this visit, 
one is ongoing and has growing consequences. 
Reto has a serious need for a water purification 
system. Their current system of adding a couple 
of drops of disinfectant to a 5 gallon jug of tap 
water is semi-safe at best. The water remains 
discolored and foul tasting. Consequently most of 
it is only drank when 'souped up' with Kool-Aid 
and lots of sugar, which leads to more problems. 
There is a bottled water dispenser in the alcove, 
which does help. For those who can get past the 
taste, the one dispenser makes it convenient and 
cold or hot. But there are still things in the water 
that need to be filtered out. I bring my own 
beverages in each week, so I no longer have the 
health problems associated with the tap water. 
  

…continuation of Our Father’s World… 

You are welcome to stop by and take a look around. 
We will be happy to pray with you, or just shoot the breeze. 
We’re working to create a very relaxed environment at Our 
Father’s World International Gifts and Art.  
 By the way, we’ve decided that we will be setting up 
a sidewalk sale on the 4th Saturday of every month 
(weather permitting). Come and see what’s new! 
 
Our Father’s World International Gifts and Art is located in 
Longmont at 1035 Coffman, one block west of Main, just 
south of 11th Avenue. We are open from 10AM to 4PM on 

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

--- Current opportunities --- 
·  In Madera, the pastors are excited about getting going 
with the wood shop. They have actually been attending a 
local tech school class through the provision of a 
scholarship! They are completing the carpentry course and 
then; starting small – with scraps, and about $20 worth of 
lumber, they plan to work this carpentry business 
opportunity with everything the can. I’d like to see us help 
them get things going by helping to buy some more 
lumber, and contributing to the electric bill.  

(see picture at the end of this letter.) 
·  For Iglesia Biblica, we just need about $50 worth of 
lumber to finish the stairway to the basement. 
·  There’s also the water project for RETO mentioned in 
the column to the right. 
·  There’s the “adopt” a child project detailed on the 
following page. 
·  And there are more opportunities listed online, on the 
bottom of the page at: 
http://www.shineonmexico.com/page.asp?pg=67 



     I know that God will speak to someone's heart as 
they read about this need. I don't know much about 
good systems. I buy my water in New Mexico from a 
6 phase purification machine. It looks and tastes 
great, and costs me $1 for 5 gallons. I don't know 
what it takes to maintain a good system, or what it 
costs to keep it working properly. We would be 
happy to be educated and take good care of it. Maybe 
the money currently spent on stool softeners, stomach 
medicines and antibiotics for UTI’s could be spent 
instead for maintenance of a water system. We are 
grateful for your prayers, and as always expect a 
miracle! 

Love Kate                                          More 
from Kate: 
 
This week 
Sister 
Elena 
came to 
celebrate 
with us the 
3rd, 4th, 
and 5th 
month 
anniversari

es of sobriety of 3 of our interns here at Reto. In the 
photos you will see both Elena and each girl holding 
up fingers to show how many months it has been 
since they entered the gates of Reto, allowing God to 
forever 
change their 
lives. 
 
     Of course 
we have to 
have a very 
big cake, 
since we 
have all 
encouraged each other along the way. Esperanza 
(Hope) is the oldest, and has 3 months of sobriety. 
Each morning you can hear her singing in the halls as 
she rises, and when evening comes, she is still 
praising her Lord and Savior. One of her greatest 
struggles in the beginning was the great pain she has 
in her joints, mainly in her shoulders. But as she gave 
her spiritual burdens over to the Lord, He lifted much 
of her pain from her shoulders both spiritually and 
physically. Esperanza lived under the drunken cloak 
of alcoholism for many years. Her addiction called 
out to her from the streets many times in the 1st 
month at Reto, and she nearly left the program. But 
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In many areas, Tarahumara children will walk up to four hours to 
get to a school. During the week most of these children would look 
for places to eat and sleep near the school. In 2003 PEGEM started 
the Korima Project to provide food, a roof, and clothes for these 
children attending school. There are two albergues where up to 230 
children have not only a place to sleep, and decent meals; they are 
also experiencing the care of Christian overseers. Due to the loving 
care they receive, many would actually rather not have to return to 
their homes for the weekends. 

One of the most common problems we see is poor nutrition. 
Without the proper diet, these children have little defense against 
disease and illness such as ear infections, influenza, tuberculosis 
and many others. Good nutrition is also crucial to physical and 
mental development. The project provides the daily nutrients 
required for healthy development. 
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If a child can be touched by the gospel at an early age, it 
will change their world. Everything we do points to 
Jesus. Our priority is to lead these children to Christ; 
teaching them the Word of God so that they can in turn 
share true hope and love with their families in the 
remote areas where they live.�
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another intern asked her what she had to offer her 
family in her present state. Esperanza came to know 
Christ in a new way. She now knows that God is 
doing a mighty work in her. She wants to stay in the 
program "for as long as it takes" to finish this leg of 
the race. At 51 years old, it is not too old to begin a 
new journey in life as a Christian. "Reto a la 
Juventud" means "challenge of the youth(ful). 
Esperanza is enjoying her "youth" in Christ. As it 
turns out, Esperanza has a gift in cooking and is a 
very good teacher. She gives of this talent to other 
interns. Whenever someone gives high compliments 
for the food, she always gives glory to God and to 
the student she is  
As always, it is a blessing to be able to be here, in 
God's presence, and see the great miracles He does 

in each and every life. Each Sunday, families of interns come to visit, with a church service, a potluck, and a time 
of sharing. Each week I can see the looks of delight as they see the evidence of great change in the life of their 
loved one. Those family members are also being changed as they witness the mighty hand of God at work. It is 
amazing!  
     Thank you so much for your continued support of this important ministry. The Lord is multiplying your 
efforts!    In His grip, Kate                              (ps: Next report: A baptism Sunday!) 

 
  -- Here are a few verses – from the NLT – 
But this precious treasure-this light and power 
that now shine within us-is held in perishable 
containers, that is, in our weak bodies. So 
everyone can see that our glorious power is 
from God and is not our own. 
  --2 Corinthians 4:7 
 
I will answer them before they even call to me.  
While they are still talking about their needs, I 
will go ahead and answer their prayers! 
  --Isaiah 65:24 
 
If you are wise and understand God’s ways, 
prove it by living an honorable life, doing good 
works with the humility that comes from 
wisdom. 
  --James 3:13 
 
And I am certain that God, who began the good 
work within you, will continue His work until it 
is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 
returns. 
  --Philippians 1:6 

Shine On Mexico is a Colorado non-profit 501(C)(3) corp. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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(at right) A woman from the neighborhood who came 
with her two children had a positive pregnancy test. 

 

Pastor Jorge with the woodworking equipment! 
Ready and excited to finally be able to get to work! 


